
EXT. CHERRY BOMB FARMHOUSE - MORNING50 50

Vernon and Officer Marney walk up the driveway into the 
clearing, the farmhouse looks completely abandoned.

OFFICER MARNEY
Where are we?

Vernon doesn’t pay Marney’s question any mind. He approaches 
the front door, which is half open. He steps up onto the 
porch, looks in the front windows, nobody. He opens the door 
and steps inside.

VERNON
Fala?

INT. CHERRY BOMB FARMHOUSE - MOMENTS LATER51 51

Vernon and Officer Marney walk down the front hallway, moving 
slowly. It’s eerily silent. Vernon comes to a door, he pushes 
it open, he sees a bunch of articles on ARMRA, a map with 
Littleson circled on it, and the picture of the Chief of 
Police. He inspects the map, and some of the surrounding post- 
it notes. CLICK. The sound of a gun being cocked. Vernon and 
Officer Marney turn. Fala is standing with a sawed-off 
shotgun pointed right at them. Marney draws his pistol.

VERNON
Marney, put your gun down!

FALA
What are you doing here Vernon? I’m 
in my legal right to put down a 
pair of trespassers.

VERNON
We’re not here for you Fala. Marney 
put your gun down!

Officer Marney slowly lowers his pistol.

FALA
You got some balls showing up here.

OFFICER MARNEY
You’re talking to the sheriff lady!

FALA
He wasn’t a sheriff the last time I 
saw him. You remember that?
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VERNON
Yeah Fala, I remember. (beat) I 
just want you to know that those 
ARMRA guys? They’re complete 
psychos, and they’re deep in with 
the police.

FALA
Nice seein’ you Vernon.

VERNON
I’m trying to help.

FALA
She doesn’t need your help.

Vernon knows there’s no point in pushing this any further.

OFFICER MARNEY
If you know anything, you are 
required by law to...

FALA
You’re out of your league kid.

VERNON
Marney come on!

OFFICER MARNEY
Should I at least cuff her?

VERNON
Only if you want to die a virgin.

Marney chases after Vernon who is almost out the door.

EXT. CHERRY BOMB FARMHOUSE - CONTINUOUS52 52

Vernon and Marney are almost at the car, Fala emerges.

FALA
I’m serious Vernon, she doesn’t 
need your help.

VERNON
A while back the federal office 
suspected the cops in Littleson of 
running a human trafficking ring. 
They sent in an agent, undercover. 
She turned up missin’ a head. 
Tactically trained federal officer. 
I ain’t willin’ to let that happen 
to Sal, even if you are.

46.

Jennifer Rader
2/3



Vernon gets in the car and drives off. Fala is concerned.

EXT. ROAD/SIDE OF THE ROAD - DAY53 53

Regina paints her toenails, Beatrice and Lily are playing 
cards. Joey is enjoying driving until a siren blares. Joey 
looks in the rear view mirror and sees a cop trailing her. 
She pulls over. The girls look at each other nervously as two 
STATE TROOPERS approach either side of the truck.

BEATRICE
Just stay calm.

They reach the front seat windows.

STATE TROOPER 1
How we doin’ tonight ladies?

Joey hands the trooper her license. He looks into the truck.

STATE TROOPER 1 (CONT’D)
Seems like a strange time for a 
drive, what’re you ladies up to?

REGINA
We’re goin’ on a road trip.

STATE TROOPER 1
Where to?

BEATRICE
I’m sorry officer, but you haven’t 
explained why you stopped us.
The driver committed no traffic 
violations leading up to you 
pulling us over. But there must be 
one right? You didn’t just pull us 
over because you saw two black 
women driving?

STATE TROOPER 1
Lotta drugs comin’ through here. 
You mind if I call in the K-9 unit?

BEATRICE
North Carolina law states, ‘an 
officer may not detain a motorist 
for a period of time longer than 
reasonably necessary to complete 
the investigation of the violation 
and issuance of a citation for the 
violation. 

(MORE)
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